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Master Recycler News is a  
publication of the Lane County 
Master Recycler Program.

MASTER RECYCLER
QUARTERLY POTLUCK
Tuesday March 28, 6-9pm
The Glenwood classroom
3100 E 17th Ave
See back page for details!

Speakers: Joshua Frankel of Partners 
for Sustainable Schools and Benjamin 
Crandall of Kindista

To RSVP for the potluck contact Kelly or 
use the link on the back page.

Oregon Bottle Bill Then and Now, continued  on page 2

Oregon Bottle Bill 
Then and  Now
The Oregon Beverage Container Act of 1971, or Bottle Bill, was the first 
statewide law of its kind in the U.S. for non-reusable beverage containers. 
The bottle bill was championed by Richard Chambers who was disgusted 
by the amount of litter he encountered while hiking.  After reading a 1968 
newspaper article about a proposed bottle bill in British Columbia Chambers  
contacted state representative Republican Paul Hanneman 1965-1990, who 
sponsored the Oregon bill.  The bottle bill was introduced in 1969 but was not 
passed until the 1971 session. The law placed a 5 cent deposit on  
non-reusable beer, malt and carbonated soft drinks in glass, metal or plastic 
containers less than 3 fluid liters.

The bottle bill was put forth initially to combat litter and was instantly very 
successful.  In recent years proposed expansions of the law have sought to 
increase recycling.  In 2009 water and flavored water containers less than 3 
liters were added to the law and this expansion was championed by state 
representative Republican Vickie Berger 2002-2014, the daughter of Richard 
Chambers, and the Association of Oregon Recyclers.

The law was expanded in 2011 to allow for an increase in the refund 
value from 5 to 10 cents if redemption rates stayed below 80 percent for 
2 consecutive years.  The redemption rate was 68.26 percent in 2014 and 
64.45 percent in 2015. Oregon container deposits will increase to 10 cents 
beginning April 1, 2017.  

The same bill further expands the law effective January 1, 2018 to include  
   all beverage containers except distilled liquor, wine, dairy or plant-based     
       milk or infant formula.  Water, beer, and carbonated soft drinks will             
             continue to require a deposit and most other beverages, including     
      but not limited to tea, coffee, hard cider, fruit juice, kombucha, and  
                           coconut water will be added.

Dear Valued Customer:

•  Effective April 1, 2017, the Bottle Bill deposit and   
   refund value will increase to 10¢ per container.

•  Starting April 1, 2017, containers that are labeled   
   OR 5¢ will be accepted by retailers for the new  
   refund value of 10¢.

•  Containers redeemed before April 1, 2017 will       
   be refunded at the rate of 5¢ per container. 
   
For more information on Oregon's Bottle Bill:

Email your questions to Bottle.Bill@Oregon.gov
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Volunteer Opportunities
       
Cuthbert Amphitheater April-October 
Sign up to recycle after the show with Waste Free Oregon and attend the 
concert free. One show is already sold out. Check on scheduled shows 
here:  http://thecuthbert.com/ 
Call (541) 232-2834 or Email: willywray@yahoo.com to volunteer.

BRING Earth Day Birthday Saturday April 22
4446 Franklin Blvd
Staff the Master Recycler booth
To volunteer go to:  http://tinyurl.com/EarthDayVolunteer 

LCMGA Plant Sale Saturday April 29
Lane Events Center, W 13th Ave
Staff the Master Recycler booth
To volunteer go to:  http://tinyurl.com/LCMRwithMG

Florence Green Fair Saturday May 6
Florence Events Center, Quince St
Staff the Master Recycler booth
To volunteer go to:  http://tinyurl.com/FlorenceGreenFair

Volunteer at the Spring Street Faire May 10 – 12, 
& Willamette Valley Music Festival on May 20 
Heart of U of O Campus, 13th Ave. & University St.
The UO Campus Zero Waste Program has diverted as much as 85% of 
waste from the landfill at previous Street Faires. We could not do this 
without the help of our excellent volunteers. Volunteering gives you an 
opportunity to take in the Street Faire while helping educate attendees 
and students about sorting and zero waste. 
To volunteer, follow this link to the 
sign-up sheet:   
www.tinyurl.com/ASUOStreetFaire
or Contact Phil Chesbro:  
(541) 346-2354 
or Email: compost@uoregon.edu

Bottle bill states have higher 
recycling rates on beverage 
containers than non-bottle bill states 
according to the Container Recycling 
Institute. Visit:  
http://www.bottlebill.org 
to learn more. 

If you throw away or put that 
container in commingle recycling, 
you do not get your deposit back 
and the beverage distributor gets 
to keep the unredeemed deposit. 
In Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
New York, Main and Michigan 
a common law doctrine called 
“escheat,” allows unclaimed deposit 
money to be claimed by the state. 
The money is used in various ways; 
but a portion is for environmental 
programs. California and Hawaii 
have state-managed systems, so the 
unredeemed deposits revert to the 
state. In Oregon, Iowa and Vermont 
the bottlers and distributors keep all 
unclaimed deposits.

The value of Oregon’s unclaimed 
deposits is estimated to be about 
$20 million dollars a year since the 
addition of water bottles in 2009. 
That figure could double after April 1. 

Oregon Bottle Drop has a convenient 
collection method for groups that 
want to use beverage containers 
as a fund raiser. Visit https://
bottledropcenters.com/Fundraising 
to learn more.

Oregon Bottle Bill Then and Now, continued  from page 1
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More Volunteer Opportunities
Springfield Spring Cleanup — Saturday May 20
2017 marks the 29th annual Spring Cleanup for Springfield residents.
Our goal is to divert as much waste that citizens bring to the event away
from the landfill to our re-use partners or recycling. Last year, we collected
16,000 pounds of electronics, 13,080 pounds of metal, and 42 propane
tanks which were all recycled instead of ending up in the landfill. And that
is just a short list of what was recovered at the event. We are always looking
for master recyclers to help our general volunteers with deciding what can
happen with certain materials.

There are opportunities to serve in 2 hour increments, with the chance to
earn up to 8 hours of volunteer service! Food, drinks, T-shirts and safety
supplies are provided! Just bring some boots! If you’re interested please —
Fill out the form at this link with a shirt size and the times you are able to 
work:  https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?ap=1063381540
You can reach me at (541) 525-2658 or Email: ahart@springfield-or.gov

Annual Tour of Ahimsa Acres 
in Cottage Grove
Saturday May 20,  
930am-12:30pm

Master Recyclers and their 
guests are invited to tour the 
gardens, orchard and home 
of Dale and Sandy Lugenbehl, 
our regular class presenters on 
the topic of Lowering Personal 
Consumption. 

To sign up for the tour go to:  http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerTour
Contact Kelly Bell with questions about guests and transportation.  
Kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us, (541) 682-2059

To learn more about Sandy, Dale and Ahimsa Acres go to:  
http://ahimsaacres.org/
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Master Recyclers have been following some 
product stewardship bills that are moving through 
the Oregon Legislature. The bills would require 
manufacturers of pharmaceuticals to take financial 
and operational responsibility for the safe disposal 
of unused prescription drugs through a pharmacy 
take-back program.  Currently the costs of safely 
disposing of unwanted prescription drugs are born 
by public agencies

BRING has been actively advocating for drug
take-back legislation for the last several years. 
BRING has prepared a letter of support for:
H.B. 2386 and H.B. 2645 that you can sign on to: 
http://tinyurl.com/SupportDrugTakeBack

Contact your legislator. Cedric Hayden who represents parts of Lane County 
(Pleasant Hill, Lowell, and Oakridge) is a member of the House Committee on 
Health Care. Representative Hayden can be reached at: 
rep.cedrichayden@state.or.us or (503) 986-1407.

More information and full text of bills: 
HB2386 webpage: 
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Measures/Overview/HB2386  

HB2645 webpage:  
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Measures/Overview/HB2645

House Committee on Health Care webpage: 
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Committees/HHC/Overview   
 
Product Stewardship Institute webpage:   
http://www.productstewardship.us/

Safe Disposal 
Under federal law, only law enforcement agencies and pharmacies can          
collect unwanted and unused prescription drugs. Visit Prevention                       
Lane for a list of drop box locations in Lane County: 
http://www.preventionlane.org/prescription-drug-drop-boxes-in-lane-county 
          
Unwanted and unused pharmaceuticals pose several challenges to the 
environment and to public safety.

Pharmaceutical compounds can escape into the environment because of   
   improper disposal and through the urine of those using the medications.  
      Wastewater treatment plants and septic systems usually do not treat, or     
         only partially treat, pharmaceuticals, so chemical compounds from these  
              substances pass through treatment plants and septic systems into our  
                    Rivers and groundwater. 

    

Drug Take-Back
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In Collaboration with MECCA and BRING 
•   St. Vinnie’s Fashion Challenge, Runway show 
•   MECCA’s Object Afterlife 
•   BRING’s Product Design Challenge

Master Recycler 
who has 
completed field 
training
Mary Byrnes —
class of Fall 2016
Mary completed field training 
very quickly by volunteering at a 
number of fall events and also for 
NextStep.  Congratulations!

If you completed field training but 
do not yet have a certificate please 
report your hours to Kelly.

St. Vinnie’s Metamorphose
    Earth Day Challenge 2017

Come check out the ingenuity of our community and  
vote on your favorites!  Fun, Raffle, Food, Drink, Community

Wheeler Pavilion, 
Lane County Fairgrounds
Saturday April 22nd, 6pm

Adult $5
Youth 11-18 $3

10 and under free

Help Local Schools become 
Green Schools
Are you a parent of an elementary, middle, or high school student?  Are you 
an ongoing volunteer at a local school?  If so please consider helping your 
school achieve and maintain its Oregon Green Schools status.  Work side-
by-side with our local OGS Regional Coordinator, and with school staff, to 
complete activities that include: a waste audit, waste prevention assessment, 
goal setting, and ongoing waste reduction projects.

*The following schools are currently working on their OGS certification and 
may need your help: Al Kennedy High (So. Lane), Awbrey Park (4J), Bertha 
Holt (4J), Centennial (Springfield), Churchill High (4J), Corridor (4J), River Road 
- El Camino del Rio (4J), Sheldon High (4J), Two Rivers - Dos Rios (Springfield), 
Village School (4J Charter). If you are connected with a different school, please 
help get them on-board by contacting our local OGS Regional Coordinator, 
Joshua Frankel (see contact info below).

Schools that meet the requirements for one of the three levels of certification 
(Entry, Merit or Premier) and complete the application process, are awarded 
for their efforts.  In addition to state-wide recognition by the Oregon Green 
Schools Association, schools that apply become eligible for a $500 grant from 
Lane County Waste Management. If interested please contact Joshua Frankel 
at:  greenschools@live.com/  (541) 636-0096.

*More information about the program can be found at:  
www.ogslanecounty.org or www.partnersforsustainableschools.org

*Joshua will be speaking at our March 15th potluck, so if you are interested 
please attend!



Lane County Public Works 
Waste management Division
3100 E 17th Ave. Eugene, Or 97403

Save the Date!    
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Master Recycler Quarterly Potluck 
Tuesday March 28,   

6 to 8:30pm 
In the Glenwood Master Recycler classroom 

2 Guest Speakers!

Joshua Frankel will discuss how Master Recyclers can help a local K-12 school to meet the requirements of 
Oregon Green School certification.  See explanation on page 5 for more details.

Benjamin Crandall, co-founder of Kindista will talk about this social generosity network that facilitates sharing 
of goods and services between individuals.

Please bring a dish or non-alcoholic beverage to share. You are welcome to bring your own place setting but 
we should have plenty for all, including napkins! You are welcome to bring a guest, especially someone who 
may be interested in attending the Spring 2017 class.

To RSVP for the potluck to: http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck 
or contact Kelly Bell at (541) 682-2059, kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us
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